I HAVE often wondered how it has come about thai
Job has become proverbial for patience. I suppose
that it has arisen out of the verse in the Epistle of
St. James about the patience of Job ; but, like the
passage in the Book of Numbers which attributes
an extreme meekness to Moses, it seems to me to be
either a very infelicitous description, or else a case
where both adjectives have shifted their meaning.
Moses is notable for an almost fiery vehemence of
character, and the punishment that was laid upon
him was the outcome of a display of intemperate
wrath. Just as we associate meekness with the
worm that never turns, so the typically patient
animal is the ass who is too phlegmatic to resent
the most unjust chastisement, and ready to accom-
modate itself to the most .overtaxing burdens. But
Job is the very opposite of this; he endures, be-
cause there is no way out; but he never for,,a
moment acquiesces in the justice of his affliction,
and his complaints are both specific and protracted.
He does not even display any very conspicuous
.fortitude under his afflictions. He is not indomit-
able so much as persistent. He is rather stubbornly
self-righteous. It could not, of course, be otherwise,
for the essence of the situation is that the sufferer
should be aware that his deeds do not deserve